Department of Women’s and Children’s Health

Symposium

MATERNAL AND NEONATAL HEALTH
Thursday 9th June
Karolinska University Hospital in Solna; Lars Klareskog NBU1:02, Gävlegatan 55 or ZOOM in

13:15

Welcome - Wibke Jonas & Béatrice Skiöld

13.30 - 14.15 Keynote speaker Joy Lawn
Four decades of Kangaroo Mother Care, Four big shifts ahead
14:30 - 14:50 Stefan Swartling Petersson
Putting the Kangaroo in a systems perspective

Coffee/ tea

15:20- 15:40 Claudia Hanson (zoom)
Missed opportunities linking intrapartum with neonatal care for healthy survival
15:45- 16:05 Helena Lindgren
MIDWIZE – Midwife led care and Zero separation
16:10- 16:30 Björn Westrup
The Background of the role of Karolinska Neonatal program in the present paradigm shift
and systems change of global maternal and newborn care: zero separation, immediate
KMC and Mother-Newborn Couplet Care
16:30- 17:00 Discussion and closing remarks
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Joy Lawn, BMedSci, MB BS, MPH, PhD, FRCPCH, FMedSci. Professor of
Maternal Reproductive and Child Health Epidemiology. Co-Director of
MARCH, London School Hygiene & Tropical Medicine.
Joy is an African-born, British-trained paediatrician and perinatal
epidemiologist with 30 years’ experience especially in sub-Saharan Africa
including trials and complex evaluation of newborn and child care
services, plus epidemiological burden estimates for WHO and UNICEF.
Her paediatric and neonatal training was in the UK, followed by teaching,
clinical care, implementation and research, mainly living in Africa. Her
MPH was from Emory, Atlanta, USA, whilst at CDC, and her PhD at
Institute of Child Health, London. For 10 years, she was based in Africa as
the Director of Evidence and Policy for Saving Newborn Lives/Save the
Children.
She currently serves as Co-Director of the MARCH Centre (Maternal Adolescent Reproductive & Child Health) at
London School of Hygiene & Tropical Medicine. Her main contribution to global health has been developing the
evidence-base to measure and reduce the global burden of 2.5 million neonatal deaths, >2 million stillbirths, and
15 million preterm births, including informing Sustainable Development Goal targets. She has published >320
peer-reviewed papers with a H-index of >110, including leading several Lancet series, with wide media and policy
uptake. She and her research team work on multi-country studies regarding newborn health, stillbirths and child
development worldwide, including large scale implementation research on small and sick newborn care with
NEST360 network and novel work on Group B Streptococcus with WHO and others. She is on WHO’s STAGE
committee, and Global Statistics committee. She is a champion for equitable and diverse research leadership. Joy
is one of the few women nominated to membership of both UK Academy of Medical Sciences and USA National
Academy of Medicine.

Stefan Swartling Peterson received his Medical Degree from
Uppsala University, a Master of Public Health from Harvard University
followed by a PhD from Uppsala University. He has been a postdoc both
at Karolinska Institutet and at Makerere University. Swartling Peterson is
a Public Health Physician. His formative work has been in East Africa over
the last 20 years working on health systems and implementation science
in the fields of child survival, perinatal quality of care and capacity
development. He served as the Global Chief of Health for UNICEF 201620, based in New York, where he led the Lancet commission ‘A Future for
the World’s Children?
From 1 January 2021 he is Professor of Global Transformation for Health at KI, with side affiliations to Uppsala
University and Makerere University, Uganda. Stefan’s vision is Sustainable Health, for People and Planet. More
concretely he continues to advance the question how the world’s children can have optimal health and
development now, but also a liveable future, by addressing the social, commercial, and political determinants of
health.
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Claudia Hanson is a trained obstetrician, with a PhD in epidemiology,
working as a senior lecturer at the Dept of Global Public Health at KI. She
is also Professor of Implementation Science and Perinatal Epidemiology
at London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine (LSHTM). Her main
interest is intrapartum care for improved survival of mothers AND babies.

Helena Lindgren holds a position as senior lecturer and head of
division for reproductive health at Karolinska Institutet and a guest
professor at the University of Gondar in Ethiopia. She is the program
director for the midwifery program at KI and leads a capacity building
program for public health officials in maternal and child health from
three Sub-Saharan African countries. She is further responsible for the
research education program in midwifery at the university of Gondar.

Björn Westrup MD, PhD at Karolinska Institutet is a senior consultant
in neonatology and founder of the Karolinska NIDCAP Training &
Research Center at Astrid Lindgren Children's Hospital, Karolinska
University Hospital.
Dr Westrup is since the beginning of 1990s one of the pioneers in
scientific evaluation and dissemination of Infant- & Family-Centred
Developmental Care – IFCDC. His focus has been clinical randomized
controlled trials of the newborn with major focus on effects of parental
involvement in the care; effects of family centred supportive hospital
systems and architectural design of nurseries. Dr Westrup has also been
engaged in the development and dissemination of Mother-Newborn
Couplet Care.
Dr Westrup is one of the principal investigators in the WHO iKMC Study – a large multicentre trial in low-income
countries on very low birth weight infants with immediate skin-to-skin contact and neonatal couplet care. Dr
Westrup serves in the Scientific Advisory Board of European Foundation for Care of Newborn Infants (EFCNI) and a
member of the Chair Committee of Global Alliance for Newborn Care (GLANCE) - and is a member of the working
group of the WHO Strategic and Technical Advisory Group of Experts (STAGE) for Maternal, Newborn, Child and
Adolescent Health on Kangaroo Mother Care (KMC), which is its first priority topic.

